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The Cooperative Economic Insect Report is 
issued weekly as a service to American Agri- 
culture. Its contentsare compiled from informa- 
tion supplied by cooperating State, Federal, and 
industrial entomologists and other agricultural 
workers. In releasing this material the Branch 
serves as a clearing house and does not assume 


responsibility for accuracy of the material. 
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COC Sliven HeOnNOMIiC INSHECh REPORT 
Highlights of Insect Conditions 
EUROPEAN CORN BORER survival survey in North Dakota. (page 333), 


ARMYWORM larvae active in Texas and Louisiana, Light moth 
flights in southern Illinois and Missouri. Moths increasing in 
Tennessee and central Kentucky. (page 334 }, Also see LIGHT 
TRAP collections, (pages346-48), 


WINTER GRAIN MITE infestations light to heavy in southwest 
Missouri and southeast Kansas. Oklahoma, Texas and Utah also 
report on this mite. (page 334 ). 


PEA APHID heavy in Virginia and Delaware, continues to increase 
in Maryland. LDlinois and Kansas have low populations. (pages 335, 347), 


Some heavy infestations of ALFALFA WEEVIL in Delaware. 
Serious in northern Virginia. Damage noticeable in areas of 
Maryland. Activity increasing in Utah, (pages 335, 347 ), 


BEET LEAF HOPPER conditions in southern Great Plains and 
adjacent areas, Also a statement on this pest from Utah,(page 340 ) 


BOLL WEEVIL survival in Georgia low but expected to be high in 
central Texas, (page 343 ). 


BARK BEETLE damage to pines serious in south Georgia areas. 
(page 345 ), 


First REPORTED RECORDS of season (by areas). (page 347 ). 


NOTES received too late for inclusion in the body of this issue. 
(pages 347, 348), 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending April 15, 1955 
unless otherwise designated. 


- 332 - 


WEATHER BUREAU'S 30-DAY OUTLOOK 
Mid-April to Mid-May 1955 


The Weather Bureau's 30-day outlook for the period mid- 
April to mid-May calls for temperatures to average above 
seasonal normals over most of the country east of the 
Continental Divide except for near normal along the 

South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts. Warmest departures are 
expected in the mid-West and Great Lakes Region. West 
of the Rockies below normal temperatures are predicted, 


Precipitation is forecast to exceed normal in States along 
the Mississippi and Missouri Valleys and also in the Pacific 
Northwest, Subnormal amounts are expected over the 
Northeast and far Southwest, In unspecified areas near 
normal amounts are in prospect, 


This report released by the Weather Bureau on April 15, 1955 


Weather forecast given here is based on the official 30-day 
"Resume and Outlook, " published twice a month by the Weather 
Bureau. You can subscribe through Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington,D,C. Price: $4, 80 a year, 

62, 40 for six months, 


WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 18, 1905 


General warming continued throughout the Country this week 

in spite of the showery conditions prevalent over most of the 
Nation during the first half of the week. Above normal tempera- 
tures prevailed east of the Rocky Mountains during the period, 
with many states reporting the warmest week since last 
October, Temperatures 9° to 12° degrees above normal were 
recorded along the Canadian Border, Chattanoga, Tenn, reported 
a temperature of 91° on the 17th, which was the highest of 
record for this early in the season, Record high temperatures 
for this early in the season were equaled at Birmingham, Ala, 
(90°), Macon, Ga, (92°), and Jackson, Miss. (89°) on the 17th, 
Below normal temperatures were centered along the Oregon- 
Idaho Border. 


Showery conditions throughout the Nation during the first part 
of the week brought precipitation to all regions except a small 
area along the Mexican Border, Amounts were generally light 
in the western half of the Country, but most of the eastern half 


(Weather continued on page 348 _ ~*?):-«. 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) - NORTH 

DAKOTA. - Winter survival survey made in Cass, Richland, Barnes 
and Ransom Counties showed average of 63,7 live borers per 100 
plants and an average mortality of 9.6 percent. (Goodfellow), 


GRASSHOPPERS - MISSOURI - A few second-instar Melanoplus 
femur-rubrum nymohs in alfalfa and pastures in extreme 
scuthwest area. Average of 1 per 10 sweeps. (Kyd, Thomas). 
KANSAS - Melanoplus spp. nympns observed in several southeast 
counties, about five per square yard in a few local areas, 
(Matthew), 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER ({Diatraea grandioselia) - 
MISSOURI - Overwintering mortaiity greatly increased during 
_ last two weeks; 100 percent in ail fields in Newton, Jasper and 
Barton Counties. (Kyd, Thomas), OKLAHOMA - Mortality of 
14, 5 percent found in McClain County April 14. (Arbuthnot), 


CORN FLEA BEETLE (Chaetocnema pulicaria) - ILLINOIS - Adult 
noe accent in grass beside old corn fieids, 67 per 10 sweeps. 
etty). 


DESERT CORN FLEA BEETLE (Chaetocnema ectypa) - ARIZONA - 
Damaging corn in some fields in Maricopa County. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - MISSOURI - No greenbugs 
observed in southwest area. (Kyd, Thomas), KANSAS - Minor 
infestations in 6 of 16 southeast counties surveyed. Very few 
colonies and counts ranged from 3 to 5 per 25 sweeps; no noticeable 
damage, (Matthew). 


ENGLISH GRAIN APHID (Macrosiphum dranarium) - DELAWARE - 
Light to moderately heavy infestation on rye overState, common 
on barley in Dover area. (Milliron). MISSOURI - Very light, 

up to 2 per foot of drill row, on wheat and barley in southwest 
area. (Kyd, Thomas), KANSAS - Non-economic infestations, 

3 to 9 per 25 sweeps of 15-inch net, in wheat and barley in 16 
southeast counties, (Matthew), 


BROWN WHEAT MITE (Petrobia latens) - OKLAHOMA - 
Practically absent from fields in somesouthwestern counties. 
(Stiles), Control measures still necessary in north central area, 
(Henderson), TEXAS - Medium to heavy widespread infestation 

on wheat in Cottle, Foard, Knox, Baylor, Hardeman and Childress 
Counties, Large areas in these counties seriously damaged by 

this pest. (Davis). UTAH - Has appeared in dryland grain in 

Salt Lake County. (Lieberman, Knowlton), 
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ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) - TEXAS - Medium to 
heavy widespread infestation on oats in Brazos, Burleson 

and Grimes Counties. (Whipprecht}, OKLAHOMA ~ Moths 
taken in trap at Stillwater, (Fenton), LOUISIANA - Occasional 
larvae in clover and oats Tangipahoa and Jefferson Davis 
Parishes. (Oliver), TENNESSEE - Moths continue to increase. 
Indications egg laying has started in some areas. (Dozier). 
KENTUCKY - Moths caught at light trap in 2 counties along 
Ohio River in north central area. Relatively heavy catches 

in central area, (Rodriguez), ILLINOIS - Light flight of moths 
in southwestern area night of April 12. (Petty). MISSOURI - 
Light flight of moths continues to occur over southern half of 
State. Fourth and fifth instar overwintering larvae in southwest 
area, (Kyd, Thomas), 


ARMY CUTWORM (Chorizagrotis auxiliaris) - UTAH - Attacking 
alfalfa and small grains in some Juab County areas, 6-8 per 
crown in one alfalfa field near Nephi, (Burtenshaw, Knowlton), 
Damage also in Box Elder County (Daniels, Knowlton) and in 
Washington County. (Hughes), 


SEED-CORN MAGGOT (Hylemya cilicrura) - DELAWARE - 
Adults numerous generally, (Milliron), ARIZONA - Heavy on 
160 acres of corn at Mesa April 6, field replanted. (Ariz, 
Coop. Rept. ). 


WINTER GRAIN MITE (Penthaleus major) - MISSOURI - Relatively 
heavy numbers on all small grains and grasses in southwest 

area, from 6-65 per foot of small grain drill row to over 200 

per square foot of grasses. No damage to small grain evident, 

(Kyd, Thomas), OKLAHOMA - Large numbers in some fields 

in Wagoner County, (Stiles), KANSAS - Light to severe infestations 
found in southeastern counties, Infestations that may require 
control occur in Montgomery, Labette, Cherokee, Neosho, 

Wilson, and Crawford Counties. Counts range from 50 to 

around 600 mites per linear foot of drill row. (Matthew). 

TEXAS - Medium to heavy widespread on small grain in Comal 
County. (Shaver), UTAH - Heavily attacking volunteer wheat 

in one field in Salt Lake County. (Lieberman, Knowlton), 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigeral - LOUISIANA - Continues to 
increase in white clover, 5 per 100 sweeps in one field, 

Jefferson Davis Parish, Four per 100 sweeps in Tangipahoa 
Parish, (Oliver), 
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YELLOW CLOVER APHID (Myzocallis trifolii) - CALIFORNIA - 
Total of 125, 000 acres of alfalfa treated during March in Imperial 
County. Light to heavy infestations in San Bernardino County. 
Heavy in desert area, but light in coastal areas of San Diego 
County. Heavy infestations also in Riverside County and some 
injury in Riverside County, (Cal. Coop. Ins. Rept. , March). 
ARIZONA - A general, rapid increase in all southern counties. 

In areas of Maricopa County, populations have increased from 0.7 
per leaf on old stands to 6.6 per leaf during past 10 to 14 days, 
and from 0,3 to 1,63 on new plantings, all counts on untreated 
fields, (Arizona Coop. Repi.). TEXAS = Medium local infes- 
tation on alfaifa in Navarro County. (Burleson), Heavily infesting 
spots of fields in El Paso County. Control difficult because of 
quick build-up. (Foster). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - DELAWARE - Becoming abundant 
on clovers and aifalfa throughout State, destructive populations 

in several areas, (Miiliron}, MARYLAND - Continuing to build 
up on alfaifa over most of State, From 7 to 340 per sweep in 
alfalfa in five counties, Worcester to Montgomery. Also 
increasing on red clover, (U. Md., Ent, Dept.), ILLINOIS - 
Remains low; 22 per 100 sweeps in southeastern area, 11 per 100 
in southwestern and 10 per 100 in west southwest, (Petty). 
KANSAS - Small colonies in alfalfa in 16 southeast counties, from 
10-30 per 25 sweeps, Lady beetles ranged from 3 to 9 per 

20 sweeps. (Matthew). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica)- UTAH - Active in Washington 
and Kane Counties and in warmer areas elsewhere, (Knowlton), 
MARYLAND - Adults average from 1 to 6 per 10 sweeps in 9 
counties, Worcester to Montgomery; larvae averaged from 0,1 to 

7 per sweep. Larval damage noticeable on Eastern Shore, (U. Md., 
Ent, Dept.), DELAWARE - Some fields heavily infested, increasing 
generally in all plantings. (Milliron), 


CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera punctata) - DELAWARE - Continues 
moderately destructive generally, most larvae full-grown. 

(Milliron), ILLINOIS - Averaged 11.9 larvae per square foot in 

red clover, 4.6 in alfalfa and 10.9 in mixtures, Highest populations 
in eastern and central areas, (Petty), MISSOURI - Average of 

1.5 to 3 per crown of alfalfa in southwest area, Larvae half to 

full grown, (Kyd, Thomas), 


LESSER CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera nigrirostris) - DELAWARE- 
Adults prevalent in all forage legumes, Larvae attacking red 

clover in many locations. (Milliron) MARYLAND - From 1 to1.8 
per 10 sweeps on red clover in Dorchester County, (U. Md., Ent, 

Dept, ). ILLINOIS -About 8 per 100 sweeps in southern third of 

State, (Petty). 
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VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes costirostris obliquus) - 
LOUISIANA = Severe infestation, 8-10 per square foot, in about 
25 acres of clover in Tangipahoa Parish, (Oliver). 


WHITE-FRINGED BEETLES (Graphognathus spp, ) - LOUISIANA - 
Pupae found at Hammond March 8 First report of pupae for 
1955, (WFB Cont. Proj. ). 


SWEETCLOVER WEEVIL (Sitona cylindricollis) - ILLINOS - 
A few specimens on alfalfa in central and eastern areas. In one 
field of sweetclover in eastern area 8.5 per square foot, (Petty). 


A WEEVIL (Sitona explicita) - GEORGIA - Larvae feeding on 
nodules of lupine in Colquitt County, April 7. (Beck). 


CLOVER ROOT CURCULIO (Sitona hispidula) - ILLINOIS - From 
8-36 per 100 sweeps in southern half of State. (Petty), 
MARYLAND - From 2, 2 to 3.2 per 10 sweeps on red clover in 
Dorchester County, Also common in alfalfa fields. (U. Md., 
Ent, Dept. ), 


SOUTHERN CORN ROOTWORM ( Diabrotica undecimpunctata 
howardi) - KANSAS Adults in alfalfa fields in southeast counties, 
from 1-5 per 25 sweeps of 15-inch net. (Matthew). 


CUTWORMS - KENTUCKY - Practically destroyed a small field 
of oats near Burkesville. Ground in sod last year. (Price), 
MISSISSIPPI - Various crops being destroyed in Covington and 
Forrest County. (Broome, Hunsucker ), MISSOURI - A few 
Agrotis ypsilon moths at lights in southwest area, Up tol 
larvae of Peridroma margaritosa per square yard in pastures 
and roadside grass in southwest corner of State. (Kyd, Thomas). 


CLAY-BACKED CUTWORM (Agrotis gladiaria) - MISSISSIPPI - 
White clover and corn being destroyed in Oktibbeha County, 

(Broome, Hunsucker), MISSOURI - Second to fifth instar larvae 
throughout State; 1 to 3 per square yard in pasture, 1 to 7 in 

alfalfa and 1 to12in red clover. Damage to new growth of 

alfalfa and clovers, A few moths at lights in southwest. (Kyd, Thomas). 


GREEN CLOVERWORM (Plathypena scabra) - TEXAS - Medium 
to heavy widespread infestation on vetch in Kaufman County. 
(Randolph). 


ALFALFA CATERPILLAR (Colias philodice eurytheme) - 
DELAWARE - Few small larvae in crimson clover at Slaughter 
Beach, (Milliron), 
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THREE-CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER (Spissistilus festinus) - 
LOUISIANA - Three per 100 sweeps in clover Tangipahoa 
Parish, (Oliver) 


CLOVER LEAFHOPPER (Aceratagailia sanguinolenta) - DELAWARE- 
Adults appearing on clovers in vicinity of Greenwood, (Milliron). 


MEADOW SPITTLEBUG ‘Philaenus leucoghthalmus) - DELAWARE - 
First-instar nymphs very nimerous on red clover at Mt, 

Pleasant, (Milliron), PENNSYLVANIA - Beginning to hatch 

in legumes in Snyder, Centre, and Clearfield Counties. (Gesell, 
Adams). Aiso in southwest area. (Udine). Hatch well along 

in southeastern counties, (Menusan), ILLINOIS - Occasional 
nymph reported from eastern area, (Petty). 


TARNISHED PLANT BUG (Lygus lineolaris) - LOUISIANA - Eleven 
per 100 sweeps of clover Tanyipshoa Parish. (Oliver), ILLINOI- 
Approximately 13 per 100 sweeps in a:faifa and clover fields in 
southern haif of State, (Petty). 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa} - ARIZONA - More abundant 
on alfalfa at Yume than during past few weeks, (Ariz. Coop, Rept. ), 


FRUIT INSECTS 


RED-BANDED LEAF ROLEER (Argyrotaenia velutinana) - 
MARYLAND - Moths and egg masses in Washington County April 11, 
(U, Md., Ent, Dept,}. PENNSYLVANIA - Continuing to deposit 
eggs inlarge numbers. ‘Asquith), INDIANA - Spring brood egg 
laying likely passed, infestations in most orchards in southern 
area wili probably be very light owing to extremely light carryover 
from 1954, Carryover north of Indianapolis was heavier. (Hamilton). 


cs - 


APHIDS - INDIANA - Rosy apple aphids are about two-thirds 
grown and are far more numerous in Orleans area than the 

apple aphid. The former species is present in numbers large 
enough to cause damage if conditions remain favorable, 

(Marshall). NEW JERSEY - Rosy apple aphid appearing all 

over State, (Merrill), NEW YORK - Rosy apple aphid scarce 

in Ulster County. Moderate numbers hatching in Niagara 

County, large numbers in Orleans County and fairly heavy numbers 
in Monroe County, April14. (Wkly. News Lett. ), 


ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH (Grapholitha molesta) - NORTH 
CAROLINA - First adult taken this season in Wilkes County 
April 6. (Turnipseed), 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) - INDIANA - Pupation 
just starting at Vincennes, (Hamilton), 


EUROPEAN RED MITE (Metatetranychus ulmi) - NORTH 
CAROLINA - Unsprayed apple trees in Wilkes and Alexander 
Counties had 2-4 nymphs per developing leaflet. (Turnipseed), 
OHIO - Began hatching April 13, (Cutright), INDIANA - Half 
rown mites not difficult to find on apple in Orleans area, 
Marshall). Hatched forms at Vincennes April 12. (Hamilton), 


TWO-SPOTTED SPIDER MITE (Tetranychus bimaculatus) - 
OHIO - Most overwintering mites now on ground cover foliage 
and numerous eggs present but no. hatching to April 12. (Cutright), 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) - OREGON - Heavy infes- 
tation of eggs and newly-hatched larvae on cherry in many 
orchards in The Dalles area, (Burts), CALIFORNIA - Heavy 
infestation in prune orchards in Napa County. (Cal. Coop. Ins. 
Rept., March), UTAH - Eggs numerous in apple orchards in 
several counties, (Knowlton, Hughes), ARIZONA - Bryobia sp. 
heavy in some orchards in Navajo County, (Ariz. Coop, Rept. ). 


UNSPOTTED TENTIFORM LEAF MINER - MARYLAND - Adults 
in large numbers in orchards in Washington County April 11. 
(U. Md., Ent. Dept. ), 


EYE-SPOTTED BUD MOTH (Spilonota ocellana) - OREGON - 
First overwintering larvae noted April 4 in buds just beginning 
to open in Linn County. (Jones). 


PEAR THRIPS (Taeniothrips inconsequens) - OREGON - Slightly 
more common than last year, but spotted. Peak emergence 
April 8 in The Dalles area, (Burts), 
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A MOTH (Mineola scitulella) - OREGON - More numerous than 
last year, quite numerous around The Dalles. Larvae began 
emerging from hibernaculae April 5, (Burts), 


PEACH TWIG BORER (Anarsia lineatella) - UTAH - Damage ° 
to peach ee at Santa Clara and Hurricane, (Hughes, 
Knowlton), 


PHAR PSYLLA (Psylla pyricola) - OREGON - Slightly more 
abundant in Medford area, Adults out last of January, eggs 
found February 14, heavy by middle of March. First nymphs 
April 6 compared with March 25 in 1953 and March 9 in 1904, 
Nymphs emerging generally April 7. (Gentner), NEW YORK - 
Light numbers of eggs in Dutchess County, ay deposits 

in Columbia County April 15. (Wkly. News Lett. ). 


TARNISHED PLANT BUG (Lygus lineolaris) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Active on peaches in Adams County, (Asquith) NEW YORK - 
Noted on peach in Orange County. (Wkly. News Lett. ). 


EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR (Malacosoma americanum) - 
PENNSYLVANIA - Very abundant on fruit and wild cherry in 
Southeast area, (Menusan), Hatching on fruit in southwest 
area, (Udine), 


TENT CATERPILLARS - NEW YORK - Hatched larvae found in 
Orange County, April 14, (Wkly. News Lett, ). 


FALL CANKERWORM (Alsophila pometaria) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Beginning to hatch on fruit in Southeast area, (Menusan), | 


CITRUS RED MITE (Metatetranychus citri) - CALIFORNIA - 
Light to heavy in San Bernardino County, medium to heavy in 
Orange County, medium in Santa Barbara County and generally 
light in San Diego County. (Cal. Coop, Ins, Rept., March). 


CITRUS THRIPS (Scirtothrips citri) - ARIZONA - Increasing on 
citrus in Yuma area, (Ariz, Coop. Rept.), 


A MITE (Tetranychus yumensis) - ARIZONA - Causing damage 
in many citrus groves on Yuma Mesa. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). 


FILBERT BUD MITE (Phytoptus avellanae) - OREGON - One of ; 
worst infestations occurring in loose budded varieties, (Thompson’. 


A GRAPE LEAFHOPPER (Erythroneura sp.) - CALIFORNIA - 
Light to heavy populations in vineyards in desert regions of San 
Diego County. (Cal, Coop. Ins. Rept., March). 
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BEET LEAF HOPPER (Circulifer tenellus) - UTAH - Overwintering 
population and host plant acreage in breeding grounds adjacent to 
Great Salt Lake and Utah Lake are larger than 1954 and larger than 
for several years, Conditions have been favorable for germination 
of Russian-thistle and it is expected that this host will attract _ 

and harbor a large portion of the first brood that will be maturing 
on alfileria, African mustard and blister cress and thus decrease 
movement of leafhoppers to tomato crops in cultivated districts 

of Utah in late May and early June. (Dorst). 


Beet-Leafhopper Conditions in the 
Southern Great Plains and Adjacent Areas 


A serious epidemic of curly top, a virus disease transmitted by the 
beet leafhopper, occurred on sugar beets in southwestern Kansas 
in 1953, In 1954, it was widely distributed over the Great Plains 
area, causing considerable loss to growers of susceptible crops. 
In addition, considerable damage occurred on spinach in the 
Winter Garden area of Texas. ‘To determine the distribution of 

the overwintered beet leafhopper and its weed hosts, a study of 

the area was made in February and March 1955, Beet leafhoppers 
were found distributed in the Southwest and Plains area west of 

the 100 Meridian from the Rio Grande to the Platte River Valley, 
as shown on map on opposite page. The highest populations were 
found in Crane, Loving, Ector, Winkler, Ward, Midland, and 
Reeves Counties, Texas, and Eddy and Lee Counties, New Mexico, 
where spring host plants were abundant and widely distributed. 
Nymphs occurred in the same general areas. In other areas the 
spring host plants occurred only in the most favorable situations, 
in towns and cities where sufficient moisture had accumulated to 
permit their germination. Because of the drought they were absent 


or occurred sparsely over the greater portion of the territory 
studied. 


Based upon current conditions it is anticipated that the majority 
of the beet leafhopper spring migrants which are likely to move 
northward into Kansas, and possibly adjacent states, during 
1955, will come from southeastern New Mexico and adjacent 
areas of Texas. These areas are southwest of where the high 
overwintered populations were found in 19904, It thus appears 
that the overwintered breeding areas are not static and occur 
where there is sufficient fall moisture to germinate the winter 
hosts. (Douglass, Peay, Cowger),. 
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CABBAGE CATERPILLARS - NEW JERSEY -Heavy emergence of 
adults, Egg laying week of April ll. (Merrill), DELAWARE - 
Imported cabbageworm (Pieris rapae) adults numerous, eggs 
being depotited. (Milliron), NORTH CAROLINA - Nearly 
mature larvae of Pieris rapae on broccoli in Wake County 

April 6, (Dogger), SOUTH CAROLINA - Cabbage looper larvae 
noted at Charleston April 6, first of season, Imported cabbage- 
worm light but increasing on cabbage, (Cuthbert, Deen). 
OREGON = Large numbers of adults noted at Medford, April 

8, (Gentner), 


CABBAGE APHID (Brevicoryne brassicae) - CALIFORNIA - 
Infestation from light to heavy in southern California, Most 

cole crops require regular treatments, (Campbell), SOUTH 
CAROLINA - Populations continue to decline in Charleston areas, 
mainly due to disease and insect parasites. (Cuthbert, Deen). 
DELAWARE = Young cabbage infested near Ellendale, heavy 

in seeding cauliflower at Thompsonville. (Milliron). 


A FLEA BEETLE (Phyllotreta cruciferae) - DELAWARE -Heavy 
on young cabbage and radish at Georgetown. Treatment 
required, (Milliron), 


CABBAGE CURCULIO (Ceutorhynchus rapae) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Moderate infestation on cress and dandelion in Centre County. 
Det, S.W. Frost. (Gesell), 


ONION THRIPS (‘Thrips tabaci) - UTAH - Becoming a problem 
on onions at Leeds an Washington, (Knowlton, Hughes). 


ONION MAGGOT (Hylemya antiqua) - OREGON - Adults started 
emerging in Benton County during week ending April 15. (Crowell). 


ONION PLANT BUG (Labopidea allii) - TEXAS - Light to heavy 
in field onions in Ellis, Dallas, Rockwall and Collin Counties. 
Up to 15 to 20 per plant. (Gunter), Over 200 acres in Navarro 
County heavily infested, 10 per mature plant. (Burleson). 


COLORADO POTATO BEETLE (Leptinotarsa decemlineata) - 
SOUTH CAROLINA - First larvae in fields in Charleston area 
April 5, (Cuthbert, Deen). GEORGIA - Light damage to tomato 
in Tift County April 4, (Morgan). 


SEED-CORN MAGGOT (Hylemya cilicrura) - MISSISSIPPI - 
Destroying bean seed in Webster County, (Hutchins). 
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PEA LEAF WEEVIL (Si:ona lineata) - OREGON - Populations in 
freezing varieties of peas quite heavy, heavier than last year. 
Control being attempted in Hillsboro area, (Hanna}, 


CUTWORMS - TEXAS - Medium to heavy widespread on vegetable 
Crops in Nacogdoches County, (Clifton), Moths numerous and 
larvae active in Collin County, (Edwards). Heavy widespread 
in Panola County on all young plants, both field and garden, 

Some gardens almost completely destroyed and stands of young 
corn reduced to one-half to two-thirds, (Ross). 


SALT-MARSH CATERPILLAR (Estigmene acrea) - CALIFORNIA - 
Epidemic numbers made replanting of several fields of vegetables 
necessary in San Diego County during March, (Cal, Coop. Ins, Rept. ), 


SPRINGTAILS - TENNESSEE - Large numbers appearing locally 
in gardens and yards of east Tennessee. (Mullett), 


VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes costirostris obliguus) - 
GEORGIA - Heavy larval damage to foliage and roots of turnips 
in Irwin County, April1. (Davenport, Murphy’. MISSISSIPPI - 
More numerous than usual in Covington and Forrest Counties. 
Also complaints from Jasper and Scott Counties. (Broome, 
Hutchins), LOUISIANA - Ten percent infestation in pepper field 
Tangipahoa Parish, (Oliver), SOUTH CAROLINA - Larvae have 
caused severe damage in several tobacco plant beds as well as 
to some turnip and carrot plantings in Florence area, (Allen, 
Hodge, Creighton, April 9}. 


GREEN JUNE BEETLE (Cotinis nitida) - KENTUCKY - Larvae 
injuring tobacco plant beds in northern portion of State, about 
1 larvae per square yard. (Boush). 


TOBACCO FLEA BEETLE (Epitrix hirtipennis) - NORTH CAROLINA- 
Light infestation in tobacco plant beds in Surry County, moderate 
in Onslow County, (Allgood, Young). 


STRAWBERRY WEEVIL (Anthonomus signatus) - MARYLAND - 
faults ae in strawberry fields, Somerset County. (U. Md., 
nt, Dept. ). 


SPIDER MITES - LOUISIANA - Tetranychus desertorum and T, 
bimaculatus continue to infest strawberries in ‘langipahoa Parish, 
Oliver), : 


MELON APHID (Aphis gossypii) - ARIZONA - Starting to reproduce 
on cantaloup in Yuma area April 6. (Ariz, Coop, Rept. ). 


COTTON INSECTS 


Boll Weevil Survival Counts in Geordia: 
Spring examinations of surface trash from woods adjacent to old 
cotton fields, to determine the number of boll weevils surviving 
the winter. have been completed in four regions in Georgia, The 
average for the State was 48 live weevils per acre of surface 
trash, This compares with 467 weevils one year ago, Based on 
the number of weevils found during the fall and comparing with 

he spring ccunt, the winter survival for the State was 48 percent. 
Five of the 51 fields examined, or 10 percent, were infested. 
Five samples or 90 square feet were taken from each of the 51 
farms trom March 1 to March 28, The samples were taken from 
the following area: northwest (Gordon County), north central 
(Spalding, Butts, Coweta, Meriwether, Henry, Lamar, and Pike 
Counties), east central (Burke County), and south (Tift County), 
In addition to the low boll weevil count, there were also few 

other insects present that are usually found hibernating in the 
trash sampies, This was similar to the fall samples and is 
attributed primarily to the 1954 drought. (Beckham, Dupree). 


Bo’ Weevil and Cotton Fleatopper Hibernation and Survival 
Studies at Waco, ‘Texas During the Winter of 1904-1960 
| Boll Weevil 


Five hundred field-collected boll weevils were installed in each of 

10 cages located in a wood lot on October 29, 1954 in a continuance 
of survival studies made each year beginning with the winter of 
1939-1940, Activity of boll weevils is recorded almost daily until 
removal of surviving weevils begins on May 1 of each year, Activity 
during March, 1955 was treater than during March of the high 
survival years of 1954, 1952, 1946 and 1941 but it was less than during 
high survival years of 1953, 1950, 1945 and 1944. The winter of 
1954-1955 was mild. Freezing temperatures occurred on a total 

of 23 days--O days in November, 6 in December, 6 in January, 7 

in February and 4in March, The lowest temperature recorded 

for the winter was 21° on February 11, 1955, The mild winter 

and acitvity in the hibernation cages during the first three months 

of the year indicate that boll weevil survival in the central Texas 
area may be expected to be high this year. 


Collections of two species of croton were made on November 29, 1954 
for the cotton fleahopper survival studies, One hundred Croton texensis 
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plants were collected from one location in each of Bell, Coryell 
and Bosque Counties. One nundred Croton capitatus plants were 
collected from one location in each of McLennan, Falls, Limestone 
and Hill Counties, These host plants {100 plants per cage) 

were installed on February 15, 1955. The first emergence 

of cotton fieahopper nymphs occurred on March 4, A total of 
2492 nymphs emerged during March, In 1954 the first emergence 
occurred February 17 and the emergence during February and 
March of that year was 326, In 1953 first emergence occurred 
March 14 and total emergence for the month was 7,269. In 1952 
first emergence occurred March 20 and total emergence for the 
month was 1583, There was no emergence in March of 1951 

and 1950, Collections of host plants and locations were the same 
for ail years, A first instar cotton fleahopper nymph was found 
in the field on a seedling croton March 9. Second and third 

instar nymphs were found on the same host plant March 24, 
Subsequent inspections at the same location indicated that 
development of the generation was not completed as no large 
nymphs were found and seedling croton piants were killed 

by cold weather which occurred on March 26-28, Since moisture 
conditions at the end of March were good, prospects for the 

early development of host plants such as evening primrose and 
horsemint are considered to be good. Build-up of fleahopper 
populations should be early and host plants should mature early 
resulting in migration of fleahoppers to cotton early enough so 
that injurious infestations may be prevented through the use of 

the regularly scheduled early-season insecticide applications 

in the area, the last of which is scheduled for the week of June 6-11. 


(Parencia ) 


Cotton Insect Situation, Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas: 


COTTON FLEAHOPPERS have been reported from practically 
the entire valley, from 3 to 8 percent infestation, A few 
BOLL WEEVILS on early-planted cotton in some areas, APHID 
and SPIDER MITE infestations are light. BOLLWORMS are 
ae in terminal buds in scattered locations, (Wene, Dean, 
Fuller), 


COTTON APHID (Aphis gossypii) - ARIZONA - Starting on stub 
cotton in Buckeye area, (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


- BARK BEETLES (Principally Ips spp.) - GEORGIA - Damage to 
pines has already reached serious proportions in many south 
Georgia areas, A survey recently completed by U.S. Forest 
Serv. indicated 37 counties in this part of the State have infes- 
tations ranging from light to heavy and that approximately 50 
million board feet of timber have been killed, It is likely that 
additional timber will be lost during the spring and summer 
months, (Jordan, Dyer). ; 


EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR (Malacosoma americanum) - 
TENNESSEE - Large numbers of tents beginning to appear all 

over State, (Mullett), FLORIDA - Adults emerging in Gainesville 
area, (Hetrick), MARYLAND - Appearing on wild cherry and 

other trees, Somerset to Montgomery Counties, (U. Md., Ent, Dept. ). 


TENT CATERPILLARS - NEW JERSEY - Wild cherry and other 
trees beginning to show activity from tent caterpillars, (Merrill). 


ELM LEAF BEETLE /Galerucella xanthomelaena) - PENNSYL- 
VANIA - Migrating to elms in southeastern area, (Menusan). 


A BLISTER BEETLE (Epicauta torsa) - FLORIDA - Hundreds 
of adults per plant defoliating mimosa trees and damaging young 
leaves on holly in Nassau County. (Frederick), 


WHITE PINE WEEVIL (Pissodes strobi) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Fifteen percent of trees infested in 5 acres of white pine 
Clearfield County, (Adams). 


SMALLER EUROPEAN ELM BARK BEETLE (Scolytus multistriatus)- 
_ KANSAS - Heavy infestations in Ellsworth County, light intes- 
tations observed in Rooks and Mitchell Counties. (Brady). 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS 


LADY BEETLES - ILLINOIS - From 5-21 adults per 100 sweeps 
in alfalfa and red clover in southern half of State, (Petty). 


A CUTWORM PARASITE (Ophion sp.) - TENNESSEE - Total 
of 1500 taken in light trap in Maury County week ending April 
18, 500 in Lawrence County and 300 in Knox County. (Dozier). 
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TERMITES - PENNSYLVANIA - Very extensive infestation in 
school building in Clearfield County. (Adams). 


ee wee ee we ee ee ee es ee 


WHITE-FRINGED BEETLE pupae at Hammond, Louisiana, March 
24, ALFALFA CATERPILLAR larvae and CLOVER LEAFHOPPER 
adults in Delaware. MEADOW SPITTLEBUG nymphs in flinois. 
ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH adult in Wilkes County, North Carolina, 
April 6. EYE-SPOTTED BUD MOTH larvae out in Oregon 

April 4, TENT CATERPILLAR larvae in Orange County, New 
York, April14. FALL CANKERWORM hatching in Pennsylvania. 
ONION MAGGOT adults started emerging Benton County, 

Oregon, April 15. COLORADO POTATO BEETLE larvae at 
Charleston, South Carolina, April 5. 


——— —— a ee ES ee ee ees ee ee es ee ne ee 


VIRGINIA - Pea aphid, clover leaf weevil and alfalfa weevil 
extremely severe and have reached emergency proportions in 
northeastern counties. A fungus disease that usually controls the 
Clover leaf weevil is not effective this spring. Alfalfa weevils are 
extremely heavy in several counties and DUpAbLONeiS OCCUPTING yr it 
is rumored that there are outbreak areas heretofore not known to 
be infested. (Willey, Morris). 


MISSISSIPPI - Light trap collections at Stoneville: Pseudaletia 
unipuncta 371, Agrotis ypsilon 14, Heliothis armigera 4, A. 
malefida 16, Peridroma margaritosa 49, Caenurgina erechtea 29, 
Diacrisia virginica 3, Estigmene acrea 1. (Merkl). 
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Light Trap Records: 
Location Period Pp PB, A ia 


“anipune Lal amarcge ypsilon armig, 
Hope 4/8=14 133 ey 10 ih 
Stuttgart  4/7=18 293 0 14 0 
Van Buren 4/8-14 19 it Wi ¢) 
Varner 4/3-14 De tet @) 3 
Fayett. 4/9-14 Bed) 33 515) 0 


First 1955 record at Fayetteville - two tomato hornworm adults 
(Protoparce quinquemaculata) April 13. (Warren). 


NEBRASKA - WHEAT CURL MITE (Aceria tulipae) found in a field 
containing volunteer wheat in Custer County, ARMY CUTWORMS 
(Chorizagrotis auxiliaris) reported from Hitchcock, Logan, Valley, 
Stanton and Knox Counties. As many as five per square foot in 
alfalfa field in Custer County, BEET LEAFHOPPER (Circulifer 
tenellus) apparently on increase in Red Willow County area, 
Previously only two overwintering adults were found and now 
many nymphs in that area, CATTLE GRUBS (Hypoderma sp.) - 
Activity of cattle indicated adult flies in Brown and Rock 

Counties. JUNE BEETLES (Phyllophaga sp, ) observed flying to 
lights in Lincoln, CLOVER MITES (Bryobia praetiosa) very 
prevaient throughout State. (Andersen), 


Weather continued: 


received amounts in excess of one half inch. The cold front moving 
eastward from Texas during the first of the week brought 

torrential rains and severe thunderstorms to areas of the South- 
east, particularly along the Gulf Coast. Mobile, Ala., reported 
18.36 inches of rain on the 13th. Most of this fell within a 6 hour 
period during the morning, The heavy rains broke the prdonged 
drought and brought flooding and serious soil erosion to this 

area, Coastal areas of the Pacific Northwest received rain every 
day of the week, Amounts in excess of 2 inches were accumulated 
along the Washington Coast, 


Blizzard conditions in southeastern Wyoming and the Nebraska 
Panhandle on the 11th and 12th brought beneficial moisture to that 
area, Snow was reported as far south as the Texas Panhandle 

on the 18th, (Summary Supplied by U.S. Weather Bureau). 
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